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i} 1. As you are aware an officer of this division, together with thre

DISTRIBUTION officers, visited Camp Delta on the US Naval Station at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
in order to meet with Umar Ahmad Khadr. The latter, a sixteen-year-old

JPD Canadian, was detained by the US military in Afghanistan, allegedly for killing an
TS American Army medic. During the course of the four-day visit, the DFAIT
B employee - accompanied by one of the CSIS investigators - spent over eight
hours with Khadr.

2. Mr Khadr seems to be in very good health, he receives two hot and one -
pre-packaged (MRE) meal each day and has access to medical care. (It was
stated that the detainees have gained an average 15 pounds since they were
taken into custody.) Khadr has a large scar on his upper torso and a cluster of
smaller scars on his left shoulder and a few others elsewhere. (It should be
recalled that Khadr was detained by American forces after being wounded in a
firefight and that he received medical care in a U.S. military facility.) All are well
healed, although he complained about the ones on his shoulder as well as his
eyes were “infected”. As a result of this complaint the Canadian interviewers
asked that he be seen by a medic or a doctor and this was agreed to
immediately.

3. On a less positive note, Mr Khadr - like all the detainees - has very limited
opportunities for exercise, allegedly twenty minutes walking in a small yard twice
each week. The rest of the time he remains in detention. The visitors were not
permitted to visit the actual detention area, so details of the “cells” or “cages” are
not available. It is understood, however, that the “cells” are constructed of chain-
link fencing with a roof to keep the sun and the rain off. The average temperature
of 85°F precludes the need for more established structures.

4, A matter of long term impact on Mr Khadr is the lack of any intellectual
stimulation. He gives the impression of being of normal intelligence, or even

slightly above normal, but he claims to have only a grade eight education.<the =
ﬂrst‘year of which was in Canada. It is Iikgiy that he really has ogﬂﬁh;agiﬂ_‘tjg'gg it SN
equivalent of three to five years of schooling. He does, however} speak four |
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.anguages: Arabic, English, Farsi (Dari), and Pushtu. The only request he made of the
interviewers was for 'books’ and it was later learned that a U.S. Navy Ensign had
considerable success in establishing a rapport with the young man by reading Harry Potter
books with him. If, in the future circumstances permit, it would be useful to have Khadr
enrolled in a distance leaming program, both to permit him to better himself and also to
give him intellectual stimulation that is not controlled by the extremists who are detained
with him and who presently control his environment.

5. Mentally Mr Khadr seems to realize that he is in a very difficult situation, but he may
not have accepted the true gravity of his situation. Over the course of the four days of
interviewing, Khadr demonstrated great mood swings. On the first day he was relaxed and
trying to demonstrate how cooperative he was. He answered questions and was friendly;
obviously trying to show that he was really trying to help the investigators. On the second
day, in distinct contrast, he was despondent, alleging that everything he had said was a lie
and only said because he feared a resumption of the torture he had undergone while in
American custody in Afghanistan. To a non-professional interviewer, Mr Khadr's
allegations and protestations - including tears and the removal of his shirt to show the
scars he said were inflicted in the course of the torture - did not ring true. Rather it looked
as if he had been coached overnight to cast doubt on the things he had said the day
before. It required several hours of work for the interviewer to get him back into a more
positive frame of mind and the fourth and final day was more productive than the second or
third, but even then not as good as the first session. '

6. The handling of the detainees in the camp is very professional, non-emotional and
“by.the numbers”, even though most of the young MPs are aware that Khadr is said to have
killed an American soldier. Each time he was brought into the interview room or removed,
the actions of the three MPs involved were exactly the same. It was quite clearly a protocol
that was worked out to maximize control and minimize any allegations of abuse.

7 8 Camp Delta currently has three “phases” or sub-units; all identical in their makeup.
A fourth “phase” is presently under construction and it will feature group housing. Up to
twelve persons will live together and it will only be for those that have demonstrated that
they pose no threat and have been cooperative when required. As well, it was alleged
among the managers of the Camp Delta program that US$450 million has recently been
allocated to build a maximum security prison in Guantanamo.

8. The final disposition of the detainees, including Khadr, is very unclear. However, a
military lawyer, met by chance, confided that he was working on the “tribunal”. It will operate
under U.S. military law and the goal is to be as open and transparent as possible.

Lawyers, military and/or civilian, will be assigned to each detainee. It can be assumed that
it will be at this point that we can anticipate receiving consular access to Khadr.
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